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PBOPLB CALL MB THB "PHOBNIX. 

IT 15 TRUB THAT I LOOK LIKB A 
BIRP, BUT THAT 15 ONLY HOW I 
APPBAR TO HUMAN BYBS. MY TRUB 
FORM 15... WBLL... IN RBALITY I'M 
ONLY A 5MALL BIT OF THB LIFB 
FORCB IN THB COSMOS... 
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THS WOMAN WAS AN 
SARTHLINS, ANP AS I 
RSCAUL SHS CALLSP 
HSRSSLF "ROMV." I KNSW 
HSR FROM THS TIMS 
SHS ARRIVSP ON SPSN 17. 
IT WAS A PARCHSP, 
SARTHOUAKS- 
RIPPSN PUACS... 
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See THAT?' OUB 
WAT6B TANK 
ONl-y HOIPS 
eNOUGH FOB 
i ONE PAY... 
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V.C,- 
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WuWavI 


SO, PERHAPS 

ws couiv live- 
ON THIS 
PLANET 

.together; 


COU UP 
EVEN BE 
MABBIEP! 


TAKE 

YOUR 

HANPS 

OFF 

ME... 


^^JOST 
SAY THE WORP, 
ANP I SWEAR 
I'LL TREAT YOU 
, WELL... 


EVER SINCE 
LAYING EYES ON 
YOU, IVE FOUNP 
YOU TERRIBLy 
ATTRACTIVE... 
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FOUW LOTS 
OF SPEAK IMS 
TAPES INSIPE 
THE FLYINS 










45 

























47 



































53 











56 















EVERYTHINS 
FROM MY 
WAIST DOWN 
HAS SEEN 
SMASHED... 






I’M AFRAIP 
we WONT 
pe ap Le to 

HAVE ANY 
MORE 

CHILPRPN... 


weve AURfApy 

HAP SPVBN, 
CAIN... 


I'M 50 
SORRy, 
ROMy... 


yes, put 
tHey'Re 
All BOYS. 


you'Re a 
WOMAN, ROMy; 

pueAse. 
you've got to 

50 PACK TO 
SLPBP AGAIN. 


we Neep a girl. 

WITHOUT ONe, OUR 
LINP WILL Pie OUT. 
IF ONLy we HAP 
A GIRL... 


WHAT?.' 


GO SACK INTO THe ROOM PeHINP 
THe WHrre wall again. 

GO TO SLeeP FOR A LONG, LONG 
TiMe. oNce our poys HAve 

GROWN INTO MeN YOU CAN COMP 
PACK ANP MARRy ONP OF THeM. 






































THERE MUST EE... 
ROMY SAIP SHE 
TRAVELER FROM A 
FAR AWAY PLACE 
CALLER A 

WONPERFUL PLACE, 
MUCH EISSER THAN 
HERE, WITH LOTS OF 
POOP TO EAT... 
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THE 

SCRIBBLES 
SPELLER A 
WORPTHAT 
SOUNPEP 


PRESIPENT BRANCH HAS TAKEN 
A NEGATIVE ATTXTUPE TOWARP 
ENACTMENT OF THE SPACE 
COLONIZATION LAWS. ACCORPINS 
TO SENATOR LAKER, THE 
PRESIPENT FEARS THAT IF THE 
COLONIES ARE TOO SUCCESSFUL 
ANP THEIR POPULATIONS 
INCREASE TOO MUCH, THAT TOO 
MANY IMMIGRANTS MAY TRY TO 
RETURN TO EARTH... 
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om PAY, HARAN 
ACCIPSNTALLY CAM 
UPON AN OIL-LIKS 
SUBSTANCE, OOZINS 
FROM BBTWBBN 
somb ROCKS, 
BVIPBNCB THAT 
ANIMALS HAP 
ONCS FLOURISHBP 
IN THB PL AN FT'S 
PISTANT PAST... 
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YOU SAIP THAT ALU OVER • 
THE WORLP THERE WAS °«° 
A POPULATION EXPLOSION,,, 
THAT EVEN IN JAPAN, ALL « c ° 
THE MAIN ISLANPS WERE . 
• NOW PEVELOPEP ANP '• 
... FULL OF PEOPLE... 
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fill UP 
TO FATE, 
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WHERE 
IS YOUR 
UEAPER? 


NITROGEN, 
ANP ITS 
SURFACE WAS 
COVEREP 


FLOWING 
RIVERS OF-^- 
MERCURVANP 
SULFUR.-". 


MOOPIES, SOME 
OF THE MOST CURIOUS 
AN7 RARE CREATURES 
IN THE UNIVERSE, LIVE 
THERE. THEY HAVE AN 
AMAZING ABILITY TO 
APAPT ANP THRIVE IN 
ANY ENVIRONMENT. 
ANP, AS A RESULT, 
THEY CAN BE FOUNP 
SCATTEREP 
THROUGHOUT SPACE, 
IN THE MOST 
INHOSPITABLE 
PLACES... 
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x have 

WATCHtP 

you si zsp, 

I HAVE 
FELT <5R6AT 
SYMPATHY 
FOP YOU. 

I THINK X 
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PECAPES 
PASSEP ANP 
EPNA'S 
POPULATION 
NBAR2P TEN 
THOUSANP. 


THE HUMAN-MOOPIE WOMEN WERE VERY FERTILE. 
ANP BY THE TIME THEIR CHILPREN WERE FOUR 
OR FIVE YEARS OLP, THEY WERE CAPABLE 
OF POIN<5 ALMOST ANY WORK. 


EPNA WAS A QUIET CITY, SIMPLE ANP 
PRIMITIVE,BUT ITS CITIZENS ALL WORKER 
HARP ANP SOT ALONS WELL WITH EACH OTHER. 
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THB P&OPL6 Of BPNA 
EVENTUALLY LBARNBP HOW 

to create exlosivbs. 

THEN, By COMBINING 
PIFFERENT ORBS FROM 
THB MOUNTAINS OF 
EPEN 17, THBy MAPS THB 
EXPLOSIVES BVBR MORB 
POWBRFUB, ANP USBP 
THBIR NBW TECHNOLOGY 
TO FURTHBR PEVELOP 
THB PLANET. 


/ ROMy WAS RBVBRBP 
AS QUBBN BY BVBRYONB. 
STILL, SHB WAS UNABUB ' « 
TO E5CAPE THB CREEPING \g, 
EFFECTS OF AGE. IT VS 
THBRBFOR6 BECAME HBR \ 
PRACTICE TO RBPBATBPUy ' 
RBTURN TO HIBBRNATION, 

WAKINS FOR ONLY FOUR OR 
FIVB WBBKS AT A TIMB. 
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X JUST 
WANT TO 
go home 


you just 
mtv to 

TAKE A 
VACATION, 
THAT'S ALL.. 


BUT HOW CAN I 
TRAVEL TO 
EARTH, OEOROE? 
HOW? YOU HAVE 
TO TELL ME 
WHAT TO VO... 















I KNOW. 

X KNOW. ' 
I'M ON MY 
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PROBABLY 
PONT HAVE 
BNOUBH 
POWBR YBT, 
KOM... OR 
MAYBB... 
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IT'S SO 
SRISHT 
IN 

HERS.' 


x can see 
you as 

CUSAR AS 
PAY, KOM.' 
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THE SOFT, WARM 
HAMMOCK-LIKE I 
STRUCTURE WRAPPER 1 
ITSELF AROUNP KOM. 

IT ACTEP LIKE A 
MOTHER, CAREFULLY 
TUCKINO A BLANKET 
AROUNP HER SLEEPING 
CHILP, MAKINO SURE 
NOT TO PISTURB HIS 
PEEP SLUMBER. 
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the little rock ouietly maps its way 
ACROSS THE UNIVERSE, ACCELERATING TO 
A FEARSOME SPEEP. FROM TIME TO TIME, 
IT PISAPPEAREP INTO ELINPINGLY BRIGHT 
CUOUPS OF NEBULAR GASES. AT OTHER 
TIMES, IT FLEW FOR WHAT SEEMEP AN 
ETERNITY THROUGH PARK STELLAR CLOUPS. 


ANP THEN, FINALLY... 
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...THE LITTLE SPACE-ROCK SEEMEP TO BE 
PRAWN TOWARPS A PARTICULARLY BRIGHT 
STAR, BUT XT REFUSEP TO BE PRAWN INTO 
ANY PARTICULAR GRAVITATIONAL FIELP. 
INSTEAP, IT CONTTNUEP TO SPEEP ALONG, 
POWEREP BY SOME STRANGE WILL THAT 
IGNOREP ALL THE FORCES OF THE UNIVERSE. 
ANP EVENTUALLY, ROMY ANP KOM APPROACHEP 
A SMALL PLANET ORBITING THIS STAR. 


THIS PLANET WAS SO 
HOT THAT EVERYTHING 
ON IT HAP BEEN 
BURNER TO A CRISP. 





IF KOM HAP HAP EYES, Hi- MIGHT 
HAVE SEEN THE FLAWING RUBBLE 
OF CITIES MADE BY THE PLANET'S 
INHABITANTS, AND THE WRITHING 
FORMS OF PEOPLE, BURNING 
IN AGONY. 


IN ONLY TEN MINUTES, THE 
STAR'S TEMPERATURE HAD 
INCREASED OVER A THOUSAND 
DECREES. BUT THAT SHORT 
TEN MINUTES WAS MORE THAN 
ENOUGH TO BURN EVERY 
PLANET THAT ROTATED AROUND 
IT INTO OBLIVION. 


BY SHEER 
COINCIDENCE, OUR 
SPACE TRAVELERS 
WERE WITNESSES 
TO THE FINAL 
AGONY OF ONE OF 
THESE PLANETS. 

















WELL, I REMEMBER 
SOMETHING My MOM TOUR 
Mf. SHE SAIP THAT ONE 
OF yOUR CHILPREN... 
SOMEONE NAMEP CAIN... 
OFFERER HIMSELF AS 
POOR TO HIS STARVING 
CHILRREN. _„ 


KOM, 

please; 

PONT TALK 
ABOUT 
. THAT.' 


OR PIE, I WANT TO 
MAKE SURE THAT 
you Live'. 


If THINGS 
no mu, we 
MI<5HT ee ABLE 
. TO RESTOCK OUR . 
FOOP SOMEWHERE 
, ON THE WAV... / 
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THE PLANET WAS CALLED SLOAN, AND 
IT WAS POPULATE BY A RACE OF 
HERMAPHRODITES. THE PLANET'S 
ENVIRONMENT WAS TOO HARSH FOR 
MALES AND FEMALES TO MATE 
NORMALLY, SO BOTH SEXES HAP 
EVOLVED INTO ONE COMBINED BODY. 
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H 












TPY1HG TO SMASH 
THROUGH THE 
CRYSTAL SKYLISHT' 
IN OUR CEILINS.' 
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TELL ME, 
HOW FAR 
ARE WE 



















YOU'RE 
TRYING TO 


m 


Hr] 


SOMETHING 
FROM ME, 
AREN'T YOU? 
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